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Armenian Sister City & County Cooperative 
Networking With Odars in Support of Armenia One City at a Time 

 

Concept Paper 

 

Vision: 

 

To create a global network of non-Armenian goodwill and support for Armenia 

and Artakh  

 

Mission: 

 

To generate widespread Odar awareness of Armenia’s long history and rich 

cultural heritage by creating a global network of reciprocal and mutually 

beneficial relationships between Armenian cities and other municipalities 

throughout the world.  

 

Goal: 

 

To revitalize the Alexandria-Gyumri Sister City Committee officially chartered at 

City Hall in Alexandria, Virginia on April 27, 2004 as an outreach model and to 

replicate it in every city and county around the world where Armenian Spyurk are 

living. 
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Achievement Benchmarks: 

 

• Year 1—Revitalize the Alexandria Sister City Committee and train/organize  

ANA leaders in 4 additional municipalities to replicate the Alexandria 

model.  

 

• Year 2—Train/organize ANA leaders in 40 additional municipalities to 

replicate the Alexandria model. 

 

• Year 3— Train/organize ANA leaders in 400 additional municipalities to 

replicate the Alexandria model. 

 

• Year 4—Train/organize ANA leaders in 800 additional municipalities to 

replicate the Alexandria model. 

 

• Year 5— Train/organize ANA leaders in 1600 additional municipalities to 

replicate the Alexandria model. 

 

Background/History: 

 

In 1989, one year after the devastating Spitak earthquake (which summarily 

leveled the Armenian City of Gyumri and killed nearly 50,000 people), Rita Balian, 

a prominent Spyurk leader in Washington, DC, extended her Armenian hospitality 

to the Honorable Patsy S. Ticer, then vice mayor of Alexandria, Virginia.  

 

In response to Rita’s hospitality and friendship, the vice mayor organized an ad 

hoc committee to provide assistance to the people of Gyumri and a year later, on 

March 27, 1990, the Alexandria City Council formally established the “Alexandria - 

Gyumri Exchange Committee” to develop a long-term program of cultural, 

educational and professional exchange between the cities of Alexandria and 

Gyumri.  

 

A delegation of Alexandria City Officials, led by vice mayor Ticer, then traveled to 

Armenia to meet with officials of Gyumri to discuss the arrangement.  

 

Less than a year later, in a signed agreement, the official “Sister City” relationship 

between Alexandria and Gyumri was formalized when the Mayor of the city of  
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Gyumri visited Alexandria and presented gifts to the city of Alexandria on behalf 

of the citizens of Gyumri. 

 

Unfortunately, due to Senator Ticer’s death and waning interest on the part of 

Armenian leaders in Virginia and Washington, DC, the Alexandria-Gyumri Sister 

City Committee has stopped meeting and no activity from the committee has 

been recorded for almost 10 years.  

 

However, in October of 2020, the Honorable Justin Wilson, Mayor of Alexandria 

requested that the ANA revisit the project and help to revitalize the committee 

with the recruitment of new leaders.   

 

Impact: 

 

• The ASCC Project will provide much needed inspiration and goodwill for 

both Armenian Spyurk and citizens of Armenia & Artsakh following the 

catastrophic loss of Artsakh to Azerbaijan. 

• The ASCC Project will provide a continuous source of Hye education, 

outreach and positive PR in relation to participating Odar municipalities. 

• The ASCC Project will demonstrate the capability of Armenians to work 

together to present a positive and unified message of Armenian excellence 

that cannot be ignored by the Odar world.    

 

Project Structure: 

 

• The ASCC Project will last for 5 years. At the end of each passing month, an 

assessment will be made and progress towards the goal shall be recorded.  

• The ASCC Project will revitalize the Alexandria Sister City Committee 

(through a direct ANA financial contribution payable to Alexandria City Hall) 

and then organize Spyurk in Richmond, VA, Washington, DC, Silver Spring, 

MD, and Los Angeles County, CA to structure a political petition and direct 

lobbing campaign suitable to each jurisdiction to achieve the same success. 

• ANA and ANA Regional Chapters will make ongoing contributions to 

underwrite the perpetual work of these committees. 

 

Estimated Cost for Launching the ASCC Project 

 

• TBD 


































