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EPILOGUE

A PROPOSAL TO CREATE A
FRAMEWORK FOR UNITING THE
DIASPORA ARMENIANS

RMENIANS ARE
GREAT believers in
national unity. Actually, they are obscssed with it.

Yet, despite all the talk about unifying the
Armenian people, writing fiery poems and singing
Patriotic songs about the benefits of unity, this most

cherished dream remains elusive. Examples of failed
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Ironically, as the proponents of unity ha\,-
proliferated, so have the schemes to unify Armen
icacung to potential new divisions on how to achieve
unification! There are now several such initiatives in
different parts of the world, ranging from bringing all
Armenian organizations under a single umbrella, to
groupings of Armenian professionals, compatriotic
societies and Western Armenians. In a recent column,
the mere reference to the need for a Diaspora-wide
organizational structure generated an overwhelmingly
positive response.
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qualifications can nominate themselves to represent
the 20,000 Armenians in their district. Voters have to
be at least 18 years old, be of Armenian origin, and
have a verifiable electronic or mailing address in their
electoral district. Armenians meeting these criteria
can participate in the clection, regardless of their
citizenship, country of origin, religious or political
affiliation. The election would be organized on the
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basis of the democratic principle of “one man, one
vote!”

In countries with a large Armenian population,
several candidates would be elected to represent
each group of 20,000 residents. While in sparsely
Armenian-populated regions of the world, where
20,000 Armenians may be spread across several
countries, one elected individual would represent the
Armenian residents of those countries. Initially, there
may be a low turn-out of voters. However, as the new
structure gains strength and legitimacy, it will attract
a greater number of participants. Elections do not
have to be carried out simultaneously throughout the
Diaspora. They could be held initially in one region
to test the feasibility of the electoral procedures. In
this regard, I wish to welcome the recent decision
by French-Armenian community leaders to hold

nationwide elections in France next year to select
their representatives.

Itis important to note that only those elected by
the public-at-large can truly state that they represent
the Armenians residing in their district, while other
community leaders can onlv claim to represent the
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members of their own organization! Consequently,
the collective body of 350 representatives from all
the electoral districts throughout the Diaspora can
officially claim to represent Armenians worldwide,
outside of Armenia and Artsakh.

This collective body will have an elected
chairperson or Speaker, committees and subcommittees
dealing with culture, language, religion, education,
foreign affairs, rights of Armenian minorities, relations
with Armenia and Artsakh, Genocide recognition,
demands for redress from Turkey, and financial
matters.

This 350-member body shall meet periodically
and make decisions on the basis of majority vote. On
certain critical issues, the body could adopt decisions
by a two-thirds majority. Its decisions would reflect
the views of the entire Diaspora, not just a particular
organization. The existing Armenian organizations
will continue to function with no hindrance or
competition from this new transnational entity. In
fact, the community organizations could expand
their reach and increase their clout by lobbying the
elected representatives of this new collective body
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authorities on behaif of all Armenians residing in
that region. For example, the recent dispute among
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Armenian-Americans about which group should
represent the community in a meeting with Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton could have been easily avoided
if the proposed transnational body were in existence.
Furthermore, Armenian government officials as well
as foreign leaders would know whom to call when
they need to contact the elected representatives of
the Diaspora.
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ambitious initiative, several important steps need to
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simiiar schemes createéd Dy iSraci, Ureece,
Lebanon, Italy, and other countries to benefit
from their experiences. Such a study could be
carried out by the USC Institute of Armenian
Studies which would then formulate the best
mechanisms to conduct elections worldwide,
including estimating the number of voters in each
country, qualifications of voters and candidates,
and measures to prevent voter fraud. The
Institute could also propose significant details
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actual involvement. After the newly-elected
body becomes functional, its authorized
representatives would interact with officials of
both Armenia and Artsakh on a regular basis.
It is critical to maintain the independence of
the Diaspora-wide body, in order to shield
Armenian officials from pressure by foreign
powers to influence the decision-making of the
new entity.
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